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+136.7 %
+27.7 %

+18.3 %

-40.6 %

+21.2 %

Δ 2000 / 2023 – Declining production rates only in Europe since 2000

+136.1 %

Minerals –
Backbone of
the economy
Major developments
in global mining
production based
on World Mining
Data 2025
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World mining production

2023
2000

11.3 Billion metric tons

19.2 Billion metric tons

1985
9.6 Billion metric tons
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Total mining production 1984–2023
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Mineral Fuels Iron, Ferro–Alloys Non–Ferrous Metals
Precious Metals Industrial Minerals
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Minerals production: Latin America 
surpassed Europe in 2023
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26.9 %

12.3 %

8.0 %
7.0 %

45.8 %

China, USA, Russia and India
are the 4 biggest mining nations

2023

Iron and Ferro–Alloy Metals

97.0 % to 3.0 %

360.8 % (58.7 %)

227.0 % (36.9 %)

Ratio of Iron Ore to all other 
Ferro-Alloy Metals

Growth rate of Cobalt production 
2000/2023 (2019/2023)

Growth rate of Nickel production 
2000/2023 (2019/2023)

China is world`s largest producer of 
28 different commodities:

•  4 Iron and Ferro–Alloy Metals:
 Mo, Ti, W, V
• 14 Non-Ferrous Metals: Al, Sb, Bi, Cd,  
 Ga, Ge, In, Pb, Hg, REE, Se, Te, Sn, Zn
• 1 Precious Metal: Au
• 7 Industrial Minerals:
 Fluorspar, Graphite, Gypsum, 
 Magnesite, Phosphate Rock,
 Salt, Sulfur
• 2 Mineral Fuels:
 Steam Coal, Coking Coal

M
ill

io
n 

m
et

r. 
to

ns

20 000

15 000

10 000

5 000

20001985

Development status of
producer countries
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Per capita income in USD – 
Mineral production and wealth
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Non–Ferrous Metals

98.7 % to 1.3 %

123.5 % (8.8 %)

187.2 % (11.8 %)

Ratio of 4 base metals Al, Cu, Zn, Pb 
to all other Non-Ferrous Metals

Growth rate of Non-Ferrous Metals 
production 2000 / 2023  (2019 / 2023)

Growth rate of Aluminium production 
2000 / 2023  (2019 / 2023)
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Increase in Congo, D.R. 
Copper production
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Strong increase in Lithium production 
(Li2O-Content)  
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Big changes in production

Lithium

Gallium

Rare Earths

Mercury

Diamond (Ind)

Asbestos

1 735.1 %

1 271.2 %

372.5 %

160.2 %

90.6 %

89.2 %

-25.7 %

-30.2 %

-39.8 %

 -54.3 %

 -31.7 %

 8.9 %

Δ 2000 / 2023     Δ 2019 / 2023
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China Myanmar USA Australia other

Strong increase in Rare Earth Minerals 
production (REO-Content)  
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Steady increase 
in Steam Coal production
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Fertilizer Minerals: Mine production 2023 by major producer countries
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